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Alexander, Martha. Blackboard Bear; written and illus. by Martha Alexander.
Dial, 1969. 26p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.96 net.
A charming book for the very young child who has felt the pangs of
R being left out of older children's games. A little boy asks if he can play
3-6 with the others, and is told he is too small. Like Harold and his purple
yrs crayon, the child draws an enormous bear on his blackboard and pre-
tends. All the big boys ask him to play and want to ride or pet the bear.
Scornfully he says that only he can touch the bear. Small, bright pic-
tures add appeal to a very simple and very satisfying story.
Allen, Elizabeth. Margie. Dutton, 1969. 125p. $3.50.
A revision of a story first published in 1966 in Redbook magazine,
Ad set in the depression era in a college town where Margie's father teach-
7-9 es and where Margie herself is drifting purposelessly through graduate
school. Although this is primarily a love story, it is more interesting
for the period details than the plot. It isn't a strong story, but it is
pleasant and realistic; no message, just milieu.
Almedingen, E. M. A Candle at Dusk. Farrar, 1969. 182p. $3.75.
Idrun's father had refused the education his son so much desired un-
Ad til the boy did a deed so brave that his wish was granted and he was sent
6-9 to the abbey of Ligug&. Although he is not involved in warfare, Idrun's
life is changed by the Saracen invasion and the battle of Poitiers in 732;
his father's viewpoint is changed, too, when Idrun's ability to read saves
some of the family property. Based in part on historical characters, this
is a slow-moving but effective portrayal of a period in Frankish history
and a reminder of the role of monasteries in the preservation of knowl-
edge.
Arnold, Elliott. A Kind of Secret Weapon. Scribner, 1969. 191p. Trade ed.
$3.95; Library ed. $3.63 net.
For almost as long as Peter can remember, the Germans have occu-
R pied Denmark-men to be afraid of, to make fun of-but he had been little
5-8 then. Now that he was old enough to understand, Peter helped his parents
put out and distribute an underground newspaper; at times it was neces-
sary to take dangerous risks; at all times, the boy found, he could count
on the help and sympathy of the ordinary people around him. Peter's fa-
ther is killed, and he and his mother escape to Sweden; there the book
[11
ends. Although it has a great deal of drama and more action than does
The House of the Four Winds (reviewed below) both of these World War
II stories demonstrate the courage of the common man. This is written
with adult humor and in a mature style, but written so simply that it
makes no demands on the reader.
Barne, Kitty. Barbie. Little, 1969. 257p. $4.95.
First published in England in 1952. Barbie had spent all her life
R travelling with her parents, but her mother was in a rest home and her
6-9 father touring as a ballet conductor. There was nowhere for her to go
except to her English cousins. Laurel, who is Barbie's age, and Simon
feel tremendous respect for Barbie's musicianship (violin) and are
aware that she needs a worthy teacher. There is only one great teacher
that Barbie wants to work with, and it takes the combined efforts of
Barbie's cousins and friends to get an audience with Vascoletti. While
this may have a special appeal for the musical reader, it is well enough
written to appeal to others, and it has the combined attractions of a ro-
mantic mood, an unusual heroine, and a family situation that is lively
and affectionate.
Baumann, Hans. Caspar and His Friends; A Collection of Puppet Plays; tr. by
Joyce Emerson; illus. by Richard Lebenson. Walck, 1968. 117p. $4.
A collection of short skits intended for production by children for
M children; these are ten chosen from the many written by Baumann about
4-6 the familiar puppet-hero, Kasperl, about whom there are hundreds of
plays. Caspar is not bad, but he is lazy and mischievous. The broad hu-
mor typical of puppetry will appeal to children, but the dialogue is often
flat; the frequent use of direct address to children may need skilful han-
dling by other children, and there are moments when the script could be
improved. For example, this exchange between two people talking about
Caspar: "He has a friend living in the park?" "Yes. Thingummybob ...
he's pitch black. You know - Thingummyjig." "A waiter?" "No, not a
waiter .. ." The friend turns out to be a crow, but this inference of
menial status will not be lost on children.
Belv6s, Pierre. How Artists Work; An Introduction to Techniques of Art; by
Pierre Belv6s and Francois Mathey; English ad. by Alice Bach. Lion,
1968. 107p. illus. Trade ed. $6.50; Library ed. $6.87 net.
In some ways, this book is very useful: it gives the reader an idea of
Ad the many art forms that are not usually considered in books on tech-
6-9 niques and media in art, and it gives information about some of the tech-
niques; on the other hand, some of them are inadequately explained.
Each page carries a small amount of text and a picture or two; the pho-
tographic reproductions of art objects are in full color. The greatest
weakness of the book is that it has neither table of contents nor index.
Bendick, Jeanne. Living Things; written and illus. by Jeanne Bendick. Watts,
1969. 71p. (Science Experiences) Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $1.98
net.
A good introduction to biology, using the process approach and peri-
R odically interrupted by headings that say, "Look for yourself," or "What
2-4 do you think?" The level of writing and the organization are admirably
[2]
suited for the primary reader; the text discusses in simple terms the
distinguishing features of living things, the balance of nature, the simi-
larities and differences between types of animals and plants, and-very
briefly-some facts about reproduction, habitat, adaptation, etc. The il-
lustrations, cartoon-style and perky, are generally informative; a brief
index is appended.
Blegvad, Lenore. The Great Hamster Hunt; by Lenore and Erik Blegvad. Har-
court, 1969. 32p. $2.95.
Nicholas was delighted when his friend Tony, who was going away,
R asked if he'd take care of a hamster, Harvey. All week Nicholas took
2-4 care of Harvey and played with him, wishing that his mother would
change her mind and let him have a hamster, too. Then Harvey disap-
peared. Father made elaborate hamster traps, but no Harvey; Mother
conceded that they had better buy Tony another hamster. What could she
say when Harvey then appeared, except that Nicholas might keep ham-
ster number two? The fetching humor that gently pervades the realistic
drawings add immeasurably to a story that is simply told, tightly con-
structed, and deft in the light handling of an appealing subject.
Bradbury, Bianca. Andy's Mountain; illus. by Robert MacLean. Houghton, 1969.
150p. $3.50.
Andy and Ellen's grandfather had hoped that his son would live on
R the family farm; since his death, Gramps had become adamant about
5-7 giving up the property to the state. Work on the new highway had almost
reached the farm, but Gramps refused to accept the official papers and
threatened to guard his property with a gun. Grandma packed. Andy
tried several ways to reach a compromise, but not until he enlisted the
help of a family friend who was a lawyer did they find the solution: move
the house to a favorite spot on the mountain. Brisk and convincing, the
story gives a warm and lively picture of a cantankerous and determined
old man and his loving but exasperated wife, and of the love and loyalty
between Gramps and Andy.
Brown, Pamela. Harlequin Corner. Meredith, 1969. 184p. $4.95.
Sent to stay with London relatives, three children expect a dull sum-
M mer. Nicola, fifteen, tells ten-year-old Candy that their parents have
5-6 gone off for a summer alone in the south of France because they couldn't
afford to take the children. "You know it's not because they don't want
us with them." The girls and their brother are plunged into the delights
of a mystery. Uncle Peers makes costumes, and he has been worried be-
cause several deliveries have gone astray, with consequent loss of busi-
ness. The police get no results; the children, after a series of improb-
able adventures, prove the identity of the saboteur. The setting is good,
as is the dialogue; the plot is contrived and the roles of the children not
at all convincing.
Butler, Beverly. Captive Thunder. Dodd, 1969. 205p. $3.75.
Nancy's mother didn't seem to approve of anything she did; she didn't
Ad like Nancy's boyfriend Wayne; she was bitter about her divorced hus-
7-9 band's neglect of his only child. So Nancy ran away to the only other
place she knew, an aunt's in Milwaukee; that was how she was drawn into
[3]
the Project Head Start program and found that all her values changed.
She saw Wayne for what he really was, a drifter; through her new friend-
ship with a Negro girl, Nancy became acutely aware of incentives and
motivations. She decided to study, catch up, and finish high school. The
book has some highly meritorious aspects: the good description of the
program in which Nancy works, the candor with which Nancy and Ear-
line discuss racial problems, and the maturity that enables Nancy to
see the specious quality of Wayne's attraction and that of her father.
The writing style is adequate, the book's weakness being in the over-
crowding of plots; in addition to those mentioned, there is a blossoming
of a new romantic interest, a personnel problem in the project program,
the adjustment to widowhood that Nancy's aunt is making, etc.
Calder, Ritchie. The Wonderful World of Medicine. Rev. ed. Doubleday, 1969.
96p. illus. $3.95.
A revision of a 1958 publication. The size of the book has been cut
R down, the type reset (originally the text was in double columns) and il-
6-9 lustrations changed, and a glossary added. The text is divided into long
sections, the topical headings of the original, continuous text having been
deleted. The textual changes are minimal, the most important feature of
the edition being the index; on the whole, this history of medicine (re-
viewed in the September, 1958 issue) is improved.
Cavanah, Frances, comp. Holiday Roundup; selected by Frances Cavanah and
Lucile Pannell; illus. by Elsie McCorkell. Rev. ed. Macrae, 1968.
333p. Trade ed. $5.50; Library ed. $4.97 net.
A most useful collection of stories, articles, and excerpts from
R books; first published in 1950 and now issued with new illustrations and
4-7 many substitutions or additions. The selections have been chosen with
discrimination; they are chronologically arranged and the material cov-
ers several unusual holidays as well as the major, most familiar ones.
An index is appended.
Charnock, Joan. The Land and People of Poland. Macmillan, 1968. 96p. illus.
$3.95.
First published in England, a survey of Poland that gives much in-
M formation but that is weakened by the writing style, which is rambling
6-8 and often irrelevant and which is interspersed with references to "Ger-
man blood" and "Slav race." The material covered includes Polish his-
tory, the church, the arts, principal cities, some scanty information
about life in Poland today, and some rather extensive coverage of a few
famous Poles. There are some areas covered here that were not in-
cluded in the book of the same title by Kelly and Kostich (Lippincott,
1964) but this is on the whole less informative; the few pictures are not
always placed near the corresponding text, the appendix giving facts and
statistics is superficial, and the index has many entries for passing
textual references: for example, one page cited for "schools" states, in
discussing the Polish folk art of papercutting, "This is the kind of thing
that might well be done in kindergarten schools, but the Polish paper
cuts are carried out..."
Church, Richard. The White Doe; illus. by John Ward. Day, 1969. 185p. $4.50.
[4]
Set in the English countryside in 1910, a story that reads as though
Ad it were written at the time, a little prim, a little ornate in its style, and
6-8 very class-conscious. Tom is the woodman's son on the squire's estate;
his mother repeatedly predicts trouble because Tom and the squire's
son, Billy, are such close friends. The trouble comes, not (as mother
predicts) because the classes shouldn't mingle, but because a third boy
enters the picture. Harold is a rotter, a cad; Billy is too kind to be un-
friendly; Tom is jealous. It is in the persecution of a white doe, the
beautiful animal that is Tom's obsession, that Harold shows the depths
of his unfeeling nature; it is in the saving of Harold's life that Tom
shows the true gentlemanliness of his.
Clymer, Eleanor. Belinda's New Spring Hat; illus. by Gioia Fiammenghi. Watts,
1969. 32p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $2.33 net.
Grandma, Mother, Aunt Jane, and Cousin Ruth all had new hats for
Ad Sunday, but not Belinda. Tired of waiting for the one that Mother had
K-2 said she would get, Belinda tried a few ideas (lampshade, wastebasket,
flowerpot, etc.) Each was identified by a member of the family; nobody
thought the object looked like a hat-except for Daddy. He gravely ac-
cepted the "hat" Belinda was wearing, but she preferred the lovely
boxed object that he had brought home; although Daddy called it a
flowerpot, the pretty hat was just right for Belinda's Sunday walk. The
lively illustrations show an engaging, bespectacled, not-pretty little
girl whose attempts to pass off household objects as headgear seem hu-
morless although the concept has humor. The part played by Daddy is a
pleasant one, and the most appealing aspect of the book is the rapport
between father and child.
Cook, Joseph J. The Electronic Brain; How It Works. Putnam, 1969. 72p. $3.29.
Neither as full nor as well-written as ome of the books for older
Ad readers on this topic, this is an adequate introduction for the middle-
4-6 grader. The author gives some historical material about mechanical
counting devices and early computers, describes storage and program-
ming, processing and control, and explains the binary system. He dis-
cusses, briefly, some of the ways in which computers are used in gov-
ernment programs and in industry. A one-page glossary and an index
are appended.
Cooney, Barbara. A Garland of Games and Other Diversions; An Alphabet Book.
Holt, 1969. 27p. illus. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.59 net.
An alphabetical survey of games played by colonial children, the il-
Ad lustrations lovely albeit romanticized scenes, gay with action and color.
K-3 The text is less appealing, sometimes stretching the rhyme ("leaves"
and "please") and sometimes the words ("I stepped into a boat on that
very same pond/ And took a wee eXcursion with the one of whom I'm
fond").
DeLage, Ida. The Witchy Broom; illus. by Walt Peaver. Garrard, 1969. 48p.
$2.12.
Since her own broom had fallen into a fire, a witch borrowed a farm-
M er's broom for temporary transportation; she forgot, however, to re-
2-3 move the spell that made it fly when she brought it back. The old farm-
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er and his wife had a good time flying around and doing chores on their
bewitched broom. The spell was removed on Hallowe'en by the witch,
but not before the farmer's wife had frightened off three boys bent on
holiday mischief. There is some humor in the incongruities of the situ-
ation, but the characters have none of the usual tall tale gusto; they seem
stereotypical.
Devaney, John. Baseball's Youngest Big Leaguers. Holt, 1968. 139p. Trade ed.
$2.95; Library ed. $2.92 net.
Although the baseball careers of Dean Chance, Bob Feller, Joe Di-
Ad Maggio, Willie Mays, Ted Williams, and Carl Yastrzemqki have been
5-9 thoroughly recorded, this compilation of brief biographies may attract
readers because of the book's focus on their early success. The writing
style is casual, occasionally careless, with each section giving a lengthy
fictionalized rundown of boyhood practices and ambitions, information
on the player's entrance into professional ball, and a few pages about
major league play.
Duke, Madelaine. The Secret People; illus. by Ken Longtemps. Doubleday, 1969.
125p. $3.50.
Two stories-within-a-story about the Australian bush country, the se-
Ad cret people being an aborigine tribe whose culture and some of whose
6-9 history emerge as the tales unfold. A young American, Ellwood, is taken
along by two British men who are crossing central Australia by camel-
back accompanied by two aboriginal guides. The American is surly, par-
ticularly so toward Tabalu and Cooracardie. During a long period when
Ellwood and his older companion are left alone, each tells a long story
about past events in Australia. The book has a fascinating setting and
the picture it gives of the aborigines is admiring and affectionate. The
first story is succinct, the second rather long-drawn; there is no at-
tempt to knit them together or to tie them to the original framework,
although the last brief section returns to the present and there are indi-
cations that the relationships between Ellwood and the others will im-
prove. Great possibilities, disappointing conclusion.
Erwin, John. Mrs. Fox; illus. by Wallace Tripp. Simon and Schuster, 1969.
127p. $3.95.
Although there were bigger animals living in the forest there were
R none more wily or more self-confident than Mrs. Fox. She had a glib
5-6 and boastful tongue that might have got most animals in trouble-but she
would go to any length to maintain her aura. Having boasted that she had
diving medals, for example, Mrs. Fox practiced in secrecy until she
could stun the crowd with her prowess. Although basically episodic, the
plot hinges on Mrs. Fox's stealing a baby monkey (she needed someone
to open a hoard of canned food) and bringing him up. Thumb goes back
to the circus but he is used to Mrs. Fox's standards and he thinks the
other monkeys smell. (Besides, they fed him peanuts and bananas-ugh.)
Very brittle, very pointed, very funny, a book that demands a certain
level of sophistication on the part of the reader.
Eyerly, Jeannette. Escape from Nowhere. Lippincott, 1969. 185p. $3.95.
"... I guess the real beginning was the day I admitted to myself I had
[61
M a problem," says Carla, the ugly duckling whose mother and older sis-
7-10 ter are definitely swans. That is only part of her problem; her mother
is an alcoholic, and Carla feels that they cannot communicate. It isn't
hard for Carla to go along with Dexter's suggestion, therefore: if you
can't change your condition, change your attitude. So Carla tries it Dex-
ter's way and smokes pot to change her attitude; she worries when Dex
tries stronger stuff and she's alone with him when he tries one experi-
ment too many. Dexter is in an institution when the book ends, and Carla
-on probation-knows that she will have to make the changes in herself
to adjust to her life. The family situation seems contrived: father away
a great deal, sister eloping, mother drinking-to say nothing of the fact
that father gives Carla a Mustang when he has a financial windfall. The
lesson about narcotics is clear, and the writing style sustains an insub-
stantial plot built around the message.
Ferguson, Robert. How to Make Movies; A Practical Guide to Group Film-
Making. Viking, 1969. 88p. $5.95.
A book that should be most useful to the growing numbers of ama-
Ad teur film-makers, although the writing is disorganized and the illustra-
8- tions often seem to serve no purpose. The author discusses equipment,
scriptwriting, making and editing the film, sound, lighting, acting, and
"the texture of reality." The last two chapters seem less susceptible to
book-directed success, since they deal partly in intangible qualities, but
the other and more specific topics include concrete suggestions. The
British origin of the book seems no handicap; a bibliography and an in-
dex are appended.
Fife, Dale. Joe and the Talking Christmas Tree; illus. by Margot Tomes.
Coward-McCann, 1968. 48p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.29 net.
Joe Novak's father was one of the few miners who had not moved
R away, but had stayed in town in hopes that the mines would open again.
3-5 It wasn't going to be a very festive Christmas, but the whole family
went to shop together for their tree; Joe heard it make odd crackling
noises and Grandma said a bell-shaped ornament had rung by itself.
Joe plays with the idea that the tree is bewitched and Grandma solemn-
ly assures him that he must rescue the locked-in spirit of the tree .. .
and that is how Joe sets off on an encounter that leads to a re-opening
of the mines. The encounter (with the mine owner) is rather pat, but
the story otherwise is refreshingly different; the family scenes are nat-
ural and the special quality of the love between Joe and his grandmother
is touching without being sentimental.
Flanagan, Geraldine Lux. Window into an Egg; Seeing Life Begin. Scott, 1969.
72p. illus. $5.95.
The title is literal: through a glass window sealed into an eggshell
R one sees the growth of a check from single cell to embryo to fetus to
4-6 newly-hatched, bedraggled, wide-eyed chick. Although the text moves
with slow, infinite detail, it holds interest because it is illustrated with
many excellent enlarged photographs. An index is appended.
Ford, Lee. Water Boatman's Journey; illus. by Jean Zallinger. Seabury, 1969.
29p. $3.95.
[7]
The story of a small brown bug's eventful trip from a quiet pond to a
NR busy harbor. Although the story has action and does give some informa-
2-3 tion, it is so flatly written as to discourage interest. "Some cows were
drinking from the stream. Slurp! A big pink tongue tipped over the leaf.
Splash ! The Water Boatman plopped away. Jerk, Jerk! Away he swam,
away from the thirsty cows."
Fox, Paula. The King's Falcon; illus. by Eros Keith. Bradbury Press, 1969.
57p. $3.95.
Although this has a simple structure, the writing style has an ele-
SpR gance and maturity, and the concepts a depth, that indicate the book
4-6 may have most meaning for the sensitive reader. The humor is wry,
the comment profound. King of a country so small that he can see all of
it from the castle rampart, Philip is a lonely man. The land is poor, the
peasants quarrelsome; his queen (twenty-two years his senior) is sharp-
tongued and autocratic, assuming a superior role accepted by the court.
Secretly the King trains a falcon, and his falconer sees "that the King
and the falcon in their silent watchfulness resembled each other." Only
the falconer knows that Philip is going to leave; with his bird he walks
away from his own cold and hostile land to a warmer and happier place
where, unrecognized, he becomes the falconer to another king.
Gault, William Campbell. Stubborn Sam. Dutton, 1969. 158p. $3.75.
"I suppose being stubborn is what kept me out of the grocery busi-
R ness," Sam Bogosian explains. Sam wanted to play baseball; his father
6-9 wanted him to go to college. Sam went to college-but he knew that he
still wanted to play baseball when he came out, and he did. Sam has
trouble when he goes into a hitting slump, but he sticks it out. The plot
is routine; the writing style is far better than that of most sports fic-
tion, and the characters are warm, believable human beings.
Gogol, Nikolai. The Fair at Sorochintsi; retold and illus. by Deborah Ray.
Macrae, 1969. 32p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.73 net.
A folk-like tale by Gogol, here adapted for young readers in an ade-
Ad quate style, the plot more suitable for readers older than those who will
4-5 accept the format, which is almost that of a picture book. The illustra-
tions are incredibly painstaking in costume detail, the full-color pic-
tures occasionally blurred by the mass of intricate patterns, the black
and white pictures lacking charm but bursting with vigor. A Russian
whose daughter has been requested in marriage refuses at the behest
of his angry second wife; the suitor enlists the help of some gypsies,
who play a trick on the father; boy wins girl.
Goodwin, Harold. Magic Number; written and illus. by Harold Goodwin. Brad-
bury Press, 1969. 98p. $3.95.
An animal fantasy in which the creatures of the wild mass in indig-
M nant protest against the privileged status of a household's tame animals.
4-6 Hearing about the plans, the pets form and counter-attack; although
there are minor casualties, the two groups gradually become friends-
while the owner of the pets, watching, makes a series of inept and er-
roneous conclusions about animal behavior. The illustrations are at-
tractive, and the barbed, sophisticated dialogue is enjoyable but the
[8]
plot is slim and its development often seems contrived.
Graham, Ada. The Great American Shopping Cart; How America Gets Its Food
Today; by Ada and Frank Graham, Jr. Simon and Schuster, 1969. 94p.
illus. $4.95.
Based on the report of the National Commission on Food Marketing,
Ad this is a broad view of the production, packaging, marketing, advertising,
4-6 and selling of some major kinds of foods: meats, produce, baked goods,
and dry groceries. Dairy products are not discussed. The authors de-
scribe some of the economic aspects of food marketing, including such
consumer lures as trading stamps and premiums, and conclude with
some suggestions for obtaining more detailed information about foods
or about careful shopping. The book is useful and is clearly written, but
the style is heavy and the writing is occasionally patronizing in tone. A
glossary and an index are appended.
Gray, Robert. The Great Apes; The Natural Life of Chimpanzees, Gorillas,
Orangutans, and Gibbons. Norton, 1969. 144p. illus. Trade ed. $4.50;
Library ed. $4.14 net.
Despite an occasional passage of overcolorful writing, this is on the
R whole a carefully written and accurate report on the behavior of chim-
5-9 panzees, gibbons, gorillas, and orangutans in their natural habitats. It
is based on observations by scientists like Schaller and gives vivid de-
scriptions of group and individual behavior in simian communities.
These are prefaced by discussions of the emergence of apes by adap-
tive radiation and of the places of men and apes in the evolutionary pat-
tern. A final chapter considers the ways in which men have treated
"their Cousins" through the ages, and includes a plea for conservation
of the species. An index is appended.
Greene, Constance C. A Girl Called Al; illus. by Byron Barton. Viking, 1969.
127p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.77 net.
"There's a new girl moved down the hall from us," and we meet Al,
R who does not wish to be addressed as Alexandra. Al is plump, intelli-
4-6 gent, caustic, and-she says it herself-a nonconformist. Living alone
with her divorced mother, Al is slow to relax her guard. Taken by the
old resident (the author, who is another seventh-grade girl and never
named) to visit the building superintendent, Mr. Richards, Al finds a
friend. The book ends on a poignant note with Mr. Richards' death, and
the two girls beginning to move into adolescence-part of the relation-
ship \missing with Mr. Richards gone, part of the change due to the in-
evitability of time. The first person telling is most convincing, the char-
acterization and dialogue sharply observant, and style permeated not
with humor but with the awareness of a sense of humor.
Hanff, Helene. Queen of England; The Story of Elizabeth I; illus. by Ronald Dorf-
man. Doubleday, 1969. 144p. $3.50.
Although the writing style of this biography is pedestrian, it does a
Ad very good job of making clear the intricate web of court intrigue and
5-8 the royal game of succession. There is an infrequent note of pro-
Elizabethan bias but the author's attitude is generally objective. The
story of Elizabeth Tudor has an imperishable glamour, the glories of
[9]
the age being recapitulated briefly in a closing section that also de-
scribes, in a quick rundown of customs, folkways, education, et cetera,
what life was like in those days in town and country.
Harris, M. A. A Negro History Tour of Manhattan. Greenwood, 1968. 113p.
illus. $3.95.
While there is a great deal of Negro history in this tour of Manhat-
Ad tan, it is not in any sense intended to be a history of the Negro people.
6- It consists of short articles that relate to sites; sometimes the name of
a place is used and at other times the heading is a personal name al-
though the article may refer to a site. A second weakness is the rather
attenuated connection, in some cases, between a place and the Negro re-
lating to it. For example, there is reference to a plaque at 257 Pearl
Street, where Edison built the first powerhouse in America; this leads
to a description of Lewis Latimer, who wrote the first textbook on the
Edison lighting system; this is followed by a piece that begins, "Thomas
Edison had high regard for another Negro inventor" and goes on to de-
scribe Granville T. Woods. A map and a list of suggested readings are
included. Useful for people in New York City (residents or visitors) but
not well enough organized to be of reference use; the book has browsing
use for readers outside New York because of the inclusion of minor
events and characters in black history.
Haugaard, Erik Christian. The Rider and His Horse; illus. by Leo and Diane
Dillon. Houghton, 1968. 243p. $3.95.
A story of the Masada, where Eleasar ben Ya'ir and the Zealots died
R rather than submit to the Roman attackers, in a grim but heroic mass
7-12 suicide. The story is told by David ben Joseph, who is irritated by the
criticism of the historian Joseph ben Matthias, a Jew who has gone over
to the Romans. The young, idealistic David walks the long way from
Tyre to Jerusalem, a ruined city, and lives with the gentle Rabbi Simon
ben Judas, who tells him, "In the wilderness, David, the Zealots are
masters and I fear their ignorance has made them arrogant." But David
goes to the Masada; he learns love and pity; he acquires the strength to
keep his promise to Eleasar that he will not kill himself but will escape
so that he can tell mankind of the courage of the Zealots. The book ends
with David's visit to Rome to tell the turncoat, now called Josephus, of
the last days of the Masada so that the records may tell the story. Seri-
ous and dramatic, a moving story that is given immediacy by David's
telling and verisimilitude by the philosophical gravity of its tone.
Hotton, Nicholas. The Evidence of Evolution. American Heritage, 1968. 160p.
illus. $4.95.
Written by a distinguished paleontologist and curator of the United
R States National Museum, a solid discussion of evolution that begins with
8- a review of theories of biological differentiation and classification that
preceded the Darwinian revolution. The material included is not unusu-
al: fossil evidence, adaptation, species survival, affective factors, etc.
Although not as well-written or as comprehensive as Evolution (Ruth
Moore and the staffof Life magazine; Time, 1962) which has a better
section on genetisi this is accurate and detailed; the appended mate-
rial adds to the usefulness of the book. It includes an evolutionary time-
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table, a series of brief biographical sketches of major theorists, high-
lights from the Voyage of the Beagle, a bibliography, and an index.
Hoyt, Olga. The Bedouins. Lothrop, 1969. 128p. illus. Trade ed. $3.95; Li-
brary ed. $3.78 net.
With good historical background, this informative book gives a com-
R prehensive picture of Bedouin life today, from social structure and
4-7 broad cultural patterns to the minutae of daily life. The writing style
is competent but dry; the photographs are of variable usefulness. The
index is weak in having so many page citations under some entries (26
for "tents"; 40 for "camels") that the purpose seems defeated.
Hubbell, Patricia. Catch Me a Wind; illus. by Susan Trommler. Atheneum,
1968. 52p. Trade ed. $2.95; Library ed. $2.87 net.
An attractive collection of poems, varying in form and mood, many
Ad about weather or animals; a few of the selections have a sober depth,
4-6 but most are reflective or humorous. Although there are lines and
phrases that seem flat, the writing for the most part is imaginative and
evocative; the illustrations are awkward.
Johnson, Crockett. Upside Down. Whitman, 1969. 26p. illus. Trade ed. $2.75;
Library ed. $2.06 net.
Crockett Johnson uses a baffled kangaroo to explore the idea of
M down and up as related to gravity. Seeing a map, the kangaroo is dis-
K-2 tressed because she is upside-down. Her joey calmly turns the book
around, and the kangaroo is content. Meanwhile the author has explained
that "down" is toward the earth wherever you are; the idea is a bit la-
bored but not too cloudy. The light style ("When a thing seems to be so,
a kangaroo hops to the conclusion that it is so.") gives appeal, but the
concept doesn't come across.
Kastner, Jonathan. Sleep; The Mysterious Third of Your Life; by Jonathan and
Marianna Kastner; illus. by Don Madden. Harcourt, 1968. 116p. $3.25.
A most interesting book about the research that has been done on
R sleeping patterns, dreaming, the lack of sleep, and the activation of
6-9 sleep or wakefulness in the brain. The writing is lucid, the material
well-organized, and the subject should be of universal interest, partic-
ularly the discussions of experiments on restriction of dreaming time
and its effects, and on those about experiments that test the control cen-
ters of the hypothalamus. The illustrations have a cartoon quality, but
there is no levity in the text.
Kent, Jack. Clotilda. Random House, 1969. 30p. $1.95.
A humorous story about a would-be fairy godmother who ran into an
Ad unbelieving boy. He argued with her, pointing out that every bit of her
4-6 magic (caterpillar into butterfly, acorn into oak) would have happened
yrs anyway. Clotilda promptly gave him a donkey's head, but he reverted
due to the usual three-wishes routine. His companion, however, was de-
lighted to have Clotilda for her personal, permanent fairy godmother
and so-the story ends-"it's just possible they would have done it any-
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way"-they lived happily ever after. Slight, but engaging; the cartoon-
style illustrations have verve if not finesse.
Konigsburg, E. L. About the B'Nai Bagels; written and illus. by E. L. Konigs-
burg. Atheneum, 1969. 172p. Trade ed. $4.25; Library ed. $4.08 net.
An affectionate and humorous story whose twelve-year-old protago-
Ad nist is eclipsed by the characterful Jewish mother he describes. Mark
5-7 is horrified when his mother decides to manage his Little League team,
nicknamed the B'nai Bagels; he is not enthralled when Mother talks old-
er brother Spencer into coaching. The family scenes and the baseball
theme are accompanied by minor plot threads (Mark's first girl, his
first girly magazine, his brush with anti-semitism, his Bar Mitzvah)
that are smoothly incorporated, but the book lacks-perhaps due to the
more crowded structure and the number of strong characters-the im-
pact of the author's two earlier books.
Koob, Theodora. The Deep Search. Lippincott, 1969. 188p. $3.95.
Dee Fontaine and her parents cannot communicate with ten-year-old
Ad Paul, who is mentally retarded; only the small girl neighbor, Petey,
6-8 seems to understand him. Talking to a counselor, Dee realizes that the
family cannot change Paul but must accept him and give him as good a
life as is possible. When Petey disappears and all of the neighborhood
turns out to hunt for her, it is Paul's words and gestures, as interpret-
ed by Dee, that lead rescuers to the cavern where a landslide has
trapped Petey. Most of the second half of the book describes the slow,
suspense-filled effort to get Petey out of the cave; the story closes with
all the Fontaine family feeling better about their lot. The writing is
weakened by the artificial sounding dialogue; although the cave sequence
has pace and the familial situation poignancy, the book is weakened by
the shift of emphasis.
Krumgold, Joseph. The Most Terrible Turk; A Story of Turkey; illus. by Mi-
chael Hampshire. T. Y. Crowell, 1969. 41p. $3.75.
Soft and precise, the attractive illustrations for a wry and tender
R story show a vigorous, ebullient middle-aged man and a serious small
3-5 boy: Uncle Mustafa and Ali, all that are left of a once-large family. Ali
discovers that his uncle has been shooting at the tires of the noisy
trucks that interfere with his hunting. He pretends to read in the paper
that the police are after such a man, taking advantage of the fact that
Mustafa cannot read the new Turkish alphabet. Mustafa decides to de-
camp, Ali follows him, the truth comes out. There is no hunt for a
"Truck murderer." So Mustafa finds out that the boy was deeply enough
concerned to lie, and he realizes how much Ali needs him. The setting,
Turkey today, is interesting; the characters and their relationship are
warm and appealing, and the story is written with humor and an earthy
simplicity.
Lawrence, Mildred (Elwood). Inside the Gate. Harcourt, 1968. 192p. $3.50.
Piper knew that anyone who transfers in the senior year of high
Ad school has a social handicap, so she tried all the harder to be pleasant
7-9 and friendly. No result. The only excitement she had was sitting on the
beach watching the vacationing college crowd . . . and that's how she
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met Mitch. Her mother didn't really approve of Mitch or his motorcycle,
and Piper wasn't so sure herself about the latter. Mitch had few friends
and they were pretty tough. This is a realistic story and quite well-
written, but it seems to have little point other than the message that the
young may be more sensible and cooperative than they seem. Mitch is a
hardworking boy, and he works in part to help a father with financial
problems. Piper fibs to her mother about small things, but her behavior
is unexceptionable when she's with her peers. The book gives a brief
glimpse of the holiday invasion of Florida beaches and another of the
ritualized toughness of the motorcycle buffs and their compliant girls.
Livingston, Myra Cohn, ed. A Tune Beyond Us; A Collection of Poetry; illus. by
James J. Spanfeller. Harcourt, 1968. 280p. $5.75.
An anthology that includes many of the lesser-known works of well-
R known poets (an exception is Dylan Thomas, with four excerpts from
7- "Conversation about Christmas") and many poems of other countries,
both the original and the translation. The selections are discriminating-
ly chosen and varied. The compilation of indexes is meticulous: an in-
dex of titles, with asterisks noting foreign-language poems; an index of
first lines; an author index that includes nationality and life dates; and
an index of translators.
Loken, Anna Belle. Maku; illus. by Sarah Reader. Lothrop, 1968. 64p. Trade
ed. $3.25; Library ed. $3.13 net.
Maku, who is ten, had one day seen one of the chief's sons reading a
Ad book; he had told her that some day perhaps a teacher would come to
3-5 their West African village. Since she so longed to learn, Maku was dis-
tressed when a message came that the whole village would have to be
evacuated because a dam was to be built that would flood the land. The
story is primarily an account of the travels of Maku's family through
the forest to reach a relocation site. There, to her joy, Maku finds a
school; the book ends with an elated child reading her first word. The
writing style is adequate, the mood of the story quiet; the combination
of the two themes (desire for an education and the shifting of a village
population) has little vitality.
McNeill, Janet. Goodbye, Dove Square; illus. by Mary Russon. Little, 1969.
196p. $4.50.
A sequel to The Battle of St. George Without (reviewed May, 1968)
R set two years later, when the Dove Square residents have all left the
5-8 area, cleared for renewal. Matt Mudge discovers that an old man still
lives there, hiding in the basement of a deserted house. Matt, deter-
mined to protect old Mr. Frick, tries to fend off an inquisitive and un-
pleasant salesman whose motives he suspects. He discovers that the
man had once hidden some money in the old house and is sure that Mr.
Frick knows where it is. The story has suspense and pace, but its chief
appeal is the same as that of the first book: it is a deftly written and
realistic picture of urban life and the characters (Londoners) have both
individuality and universality.
Maddock, Reginald. The Great Bow; illus. by Victor Ambrus. Rand McNally,
1968. 159p. $4.50.
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A tightly-constructed and convincing story about prehistoric man.
R Atta is a thoughtful fourteen-year-old who fails his test of manhood be-
5-7 cause he cannot, at the crucial moment, bring himself to spear an ani-
mal. He does not want to kill. Cast out of the tribe, he wanders into the
forest and meets a girl from another tribe; each of them has been told
by the tribe's medicine man of the bestiality and ferocity of the other
tribe; each learns the truth. When Atta invents the bow, he wants both
tribes to share it, so that there will be peace, but his invention leads
to a primitive power struggle. The pattern of events is not unrelated
to human behavior today, and the book has pace and characterization
good enough to add vitality to the theme.
Manchel, Frank. When Pictures Began to Move; illus. by James Caraway.
Prentice-Hall, 1969. 76p. $3.95.
One of the best of the relatively few books about the history of the
R motion picture industry for young people. The author describes the first
6-9 struggling efforts to invent a way to make pictures move, the patent
fights and the cut-throat competition, the problems of distribution and
the pirating of films as well as the many problems of artistic improve-
ment in the popular new entertainment medium. The photographs illus-
trating the chapters on the evolution of the star system and the popu-
larity of spectaculars are from classic old films; the names of great
inventors, romantic stars, and directorial geniuses stud the pages. The
writing is matter-of-fact, the comments pithy; the book ends with the
death of the silent film. A good bibliography and an index are appended.
Mari, lela. The Magic Balloon. Phillips, 1969. 29p. illus. $3.95.
Starkly simple, a bright ball of red moves and breaks up, changing
Ad from shape to shape, on clean white pages with only a few black line
3-5 drawings. There is no text in the book; it is an exercise in imagination.
yrs The balloon drifts from a child's lips, becomes an apple on a branch, in
a shattering fall to earth becomes a butterfly and then a flower; it is
picked and changes, in the holding hand, to an umbrella. Slight, and prob-
ably not for every child, but an inventive and attractive book.
Mayer, Mercer. I Am a Hunter; written and illus. by Mercer Mayer. Dial, 1969.
26p. Trade ed. $3.25; Library ed. $3.18 net.
The small, ferocious figure of an imaginative child is the focal point
M for a set of illustrations that show the doughty hero as he conceives of
K-2 himself-followed by a return to real life. "I am a hunter, and I hunt
the snake in my backyard." Next picture, father looking angrily at the
chopped victim, the garden hose. "I am a knight. I fight the giant in our
alley." Mother is complaining about the upset garbage cans. And so on,
until the end when-after parents have advised finishing bath and going
to bed-the boy repeats that he is a sea captain. And he sails his tub
away while father looks baffled and mother aghast. Slight, with humor
in the switch (from imaginary dragon to real garden hose) but each in-
cident is touched with malice or destructiveness.
Mulvey, Mina White. Digging Up Adam; The Story of L. S. B. Leakey; illus. by
Rus Anderson. McKay, 1969. 216p. $4.95.
Because of the emphasis on anthropology in the latter part of the
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R book, this may appeal most to readers with a special interest in the
7-12 subject, but it is inherently dramatic enough to hold the general read-
er. The hunt for evidences of primitive men and Dr. Leakey's role in
the science are exciting in themselves, and an African boyhood in which
a missionary's son is inducted into Kikuyu manhood is a splendid atten-
tion-getter. Capably written, informal in tone, very informative (if oc-
casionally repetitive) about evolutionary theories, and giving a warm
and vivid impression of Dr. Leakey. A bibliography and an index are
appended.
Neal, Harry Edward. Disease Detectives; Your Career in Medical Research.
Rev. ed. Messner, 1968. illus. 192p. Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed.
$3.64 net.
A book that gives a considerable amount of information about para-
M medical careers, and some that are within the field of medicine itself.
7-9 The text is written in rambling fashion, and the chapter headings are
of little help in locating topics. The style is typified by the ornate de-
viousness of a prefatory remark: "The book grew from an idea-germ
wafted into the air one night on the conversational breath of my good
friend .. ." The revision is adequate, the recent surveys being includ-
ed in discussions of medical research. The most useful aspect of the
book is its inclusion of some careers not often covered; its greatest
weakness is that it covers too much ground and so gives little informa-
tion about some topics that need expansion. A bibliography and an index
are appended.
Omer, Devorah. Path Beneath the Sea; tr. from the Hebrew by Israel I. Taslitt.
Funk and Wagnalls, 1969. 192p. illus. $4.95.
A first-person novel, told by a young Algerian Jew who goes, his fa-
Ad ther having vehemently protested, to Israel. Taboul, sixteen, takes the
7-10 name of Uri and gets into the frogman unit of the Israeli navy. Although
there is a love story, most of the book is concerned with Uri's training
and with some of the adventures he has while undersea; the most excit-
ing episode is one in which a small group of Israeli saboteurs is caught
when Uri triggers an alarm in an Egyptian harbor. The book has action
and suspense; it is weakened by the writing style, which has a sustained
awkwardness.
Parish, Peggy. A Beastly Circus; illus. by Peter Parnall. Simon and Schuster,
1969. 45p. $3.95.
An alphabet of alliteration, with a double-page spread allotted to each
M letter. The pages are graced by the elegant black and white drawings
3-4 that have Parnall's distinctive flowing line and inventive details. The
text plays with words in a way that has appeal only to some children;
that is, it plays with words not in a humorous way but by forcing alliter-
ative sentences: "Xanthic xeruses xylograph xylophones," "Yodeling yak
yogis yank yellow yams," and "Zealous zebras zoomingly zigzag zipping
zippers."
Phipson, Joan. Peter and Butch. Harcourt, 1969. 222p. $4.50.
Ad Fourteen years old and baby-faced, Peter assumes a tough air as
6-9 soon as he gets far enough away from home; when he runs into a gang
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of older boys, he introduces himself as Butch. Innocently involved in
their criminal activity, Peter calls the police and afterward fears re-
crimination. Time passes and he becomes involved in other activities
and makes new friends; when the confrontation does take place, Peter
finds, strangely, that he has lost his fear. Realistic enough, but the
characters seem fashioned to fit the story rather than inspiring the ac-
tion. The dialogue and setting are good, although they lack the color of
the author's rural Australian stories.
Reed, Betty Jane. A Horse, Of Course; illus. by June Talarczyk. Denison, 1969.
32p. $2.38.
A small boy stands with his parents at a corral gate. He feels a
NR swish; Daddy says it is a deer. "Then I saw him far away/ Jumping
K-2 over a brook./ 'There's that horse again, Dad./ Look! Look! Look!'?
Daddy says it's a kangaroo. The boy points out that a farmer is giving
the horse a carrot; Daddy says it is a rabbit, et cetera, et cetera.
Mother finally divulges the fact that yes, Daddy has been teasing. The
illustrations are extremely awkward, the flat pictures of a rabbit, a
deer, and so on leaving nothing to the child's imagination. The story is
slight, the rhyme weak.
Richards, Norman. The Story of the Declaration of Independence; illus. by Tom
Dunnington. Childrens Press, 1968. 31p. $2.25.
A quick r6sumd of colonial settlement, differences with the mother
M country, the framing and passage of the Declaration of Independence,
4-5 and a brief mention of the outcome of the Revolution and of Washington's
election as the first president of the new country. The title is a bit mis-
leading, since most of the book is about the problems of the years pre-
ceding the meeting of the First Continental Congress. The writing style
is dry, an occasional sentence or two of invented dialogue being inter-
spersed among the facts. Since there is no table of contents or index to
the continuous text and since there is so much available on the Revolu-
tion and the Declaration for this age group, the book seems redundant.
Rockwell, Molly. Willie Was Different; The Tale of an Ugly Thrushling; by Molly
and Norman Rockwell; illus. by Norman Rockwell. Funk and Wagnalls,
1969. 42p. $3.95.
Although this often-amusing story has very obvious charms, it is a
Ad bit too juvenile for adults and a bit too adult in humor and focus for
5-6 young readers. The most obvious of its charms is, of course, the draw-
ing of Norman Rockwell, whose precision and humor make Willie as en-
dearing as he is gawky. Willie just didn't conform to thrush behavior, he
had unthrushlike features, and he was early out of the nest, evicted by
an irate parent who said, "That freakish, conceited upstart is no longer
my son. Henceforth, let him take his life on his own shoulders, narrow
as they are." Willie, entranced by the music of a flute, composes a new
bird song, is taken to the Smithsonian, loses his gift, pines, is taken
home, dies, and is forever immortalized. The just-this-side-of-cute hu-
mor doesn't always come off, and any implications about creativity vs.
conformity are lost in the whimsy.
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Royal, Denise. The Story of J. Robert Oppenheimer. St. Martin's, 1969. 196p.
$5.95.
Although the first section (Oppenheimer's parents and his early child-
R hood) has an occasional fulsome note, most of this biography is written
7- in a direct, mature style. It describes at length and in detail Oppenheim-
er's academic career, the laboratory at Los Alamos, and the political
indictment that affected his scientific career. A very good divided bib-
liography and an index are appended.
Sarnoff, Paul. Careers in Biological Science. Messner, 1968. 192p. illus.
Trade ed. $3.95; Library ed. $3.64 net.
A discussion of careers in biological science is sprinkled with anec-
M dates and with lavender prose ("Examining these ads an idiosyncrasy
7-9 appears to be the inexperienced eye." or, "But winds of change wafted
their way into the minds of researchers in the biological sciences.")
but does give sound advice about preparing for such careers. The book
is more concerned with salaries than are most guidance books; its or-
ganization is oriented toward employment areas (bio-industrial careers,
bio-government careers, etc.) than toward scientific areas, although the
latter are described. Despite the information given, the book is not out-
standing; there are many such books (including the Neal book reviewed
above) and many of them are better written. Lists of career booklets,
government publications, land-grant colleges and universities, biologi-
cal societies, potential employers in the New York area, suggestions
for further reading, and biological professions are appended, as is an
index.
Schwartz, Alvin. University; The Students, Faculty, and Campus Life at One
University. Viking, 1969. 175p. illus. Trade ed. $5.95; Library ed.
$5.63 net.
A good overview of life on a campus; the school described here is
R the University of Pennsylvania, but the author frequently points out dif-
7-10 ferences and variations. Among the areas discussed are admissions-
both from the point of view of the applicant and the university, curricu-
lum, extracurricular activities, social life, student unrest, faculty, ad-
ministration, etc. The book is candid and objective in describing dissat-
isfaction with student-faculty relationships, special privileges for ath-
letes, discrimination, and fraternities. Written in a straightforward
style, a well-organized and useful book. A list of publications on uni-
versities and colleges and a relative index are appended.
Silverberg, Robert. Across a Billion Years. Dial, 1969. 249p. $4.50.
The story of an archeological expedition in the year 2375. The story
Ad is told by Tom Rice in message-cubes dictated to a twin sister back on
7-9 Earth. Searching for artifacts, the expedition (mixed life-forms, an
android, and some humans) stumbles upon evidence that the High Ones,
who lived a billion years before, may still be alive. One of their robots
leads the group to a hidden world in which the High Ones are slowly,
finally dying while their robot servants maintain the civilization. The
story is rather heavily laden with fanciful creatures, names, inventions,
and slang, but it is both inventive and provocative, with an occasional
diatribe against prejudice and a mild love interest included.
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Southall, Ivan. Let the Balloon Go; illus. by Ian Ribbons. St. Martin's, 1968.
142p. $3.50.
"A balloon is not a balloon until you cut the string and let it go."
R Fiercely, John Summer wanted to try a solo flight; for John this great
6-8 adventure consisted of climbing a tree. A twelve-year-old spastic, the
boy was protected and never left alone in the house-until the day his
mother had to keep some appointments in town. Wild with delight and
beset with a desire to do all of the things he was usually forbidden, John
climbed a tree and was seen by neighbors, who called the police, afraid
the boy would be killed. Furious, John insisted that he would come down
by himself; a policeman began climbing to get him and had his shoe
wedged in the crotch of a branch. Determined to make this one grand
gesture, John came down, untied the man's shoe so that he could move,
and then fell the short remaining distance. What John wants, he and his
father decide, is a chance to say "no" to himself instead of hearing it
from others. Although much of the intensity and suspense of the story
are because of the fact that it is a spastic child who takes a risk to
achieve independence, the importance of the book is in the fact that all
young people reaching for maturity want John's chance to say "no" to
themselves. The story starts slowly, but builds into a meaningful and
dramatic construction, focused on a small, taut area like a pool of light
on a dark stage.
Stevens, Carla. The Birth of Sunset's Kittens; photographs by Leonard Stevens.
Scott, 1969. 41p. $3.95.
A series of photographs show every detail of the always-wonderful
R sight of tiny, blind-eyed kittens being born. The text explains what is
K-3 happening with matter-of-fact clarity: the muscles of the cat's uterus
are contracting, moving the kitten along the birth canal; the kitten
emerges, and the clinging amnion is eaten by the cat. The mother cat
gently licks and grooms her new family; the kittens nurse. No cute
posed pictures, no saccharine comment, just the miraculous facts.
Stinetorf, Louise Allender. The Bears of Sansur; illus. by Joseph Escourido.
Day, 1969. 160p. $3.96.
An unusual theme and an interesting setting are heavily burdened by
M a purposive political message that is itself made less effective by la-
5-7 borious repetition. In a village on the Turkish-Russian border live, on
one side, the regimented, unfriendly, unthinking, and unhappy citizens
of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics. These Russo-Armenians do
not fraternize with the Turko-Armenians across the street; the latter
are gentle, generous, and happy. Et cetera. Two boys (one from each
side) find and tame two bear cubs, become close friends, join a circus,
and eventually bring the two sides of the street (literally) together. Al-
though the pace lags here and there, the story has plenty of action and
considerable local color; it is the blatancy and frequency of the politi-
cal overtones that mar the book.
Stone, A. Harris. Crystals from the Sea; A Look at Salt; by A. Harris Stone and
Dale Ingmanson; illus. by Peter P. Plasencia. Prentice-Hall, 1969.
63p. $3.95.
A compilation of suggested experiments accompanied by some hints,
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Ad but no answers. The materials used are either available in homes or
5-7 from drug stores; some of the experiments have safety warnings. The
action of salt in such areas as wilting, crystal formation, freezing of
various substances, irrigation, and conductivity are examined; each
set of suggestions is followed by some facts that bear on the question.
A glossary is appended.
Sullivan, George. The New World of Communications. Dodd, 1969. 80p. illus.
$3.25.
A broad view of the many communications devices of an electronic
Ad age, with a preview of some of the expected improvements and refine-
5-8 ments in the future. Separate chapters describe communications in
news media or in particular areas such as police work or postal deliv-
ery. There is no envisioning of future marvels; the text discusses new
uses for closed circuit television, picturephones, CATV, telstar, etc.
The writing style is solid and matter-of-fact; only the fascinating na-
ture of the material gives the book vitality. The index does not cite all
of the devices mentioned in the text; it omits, for example, Telstar but
includes some entries for casually mentioned and irrelevant names.
Townsend, John Rowe. Hell's Edge. Lothrop, 1969. 223p. Trade ed. $3.95; Li-
brary ed. $3.78 net.
A runner-up for the Carnegie Medal when it was first published in
R England, this revised story of a Yorkshire town has a smooth blending
6-9 of diverse elements. First, the theme of urban renewal; second, the
mystery that surrounds the adamant refusal of a wealthy young woman
to part with any land; third, the investigation of that mystery by a de-
termined girl who has just moved to Hell's Edge (Hallersage) and finds
herself more interested in the grimy place than she had ever thought
she could be. There is pace and momentum in the plot, a setting that is
realistic and contemporary, and a wonderful array of characters, their
speech just enough tinged with local idiom to be flavorsome rather than
quaint.
Treadway, Ruby Peeples. Go to It, You Dutchman! The Story of Edward Bok;
illus. by Robert L. Jefferson. Abingdon, 1969. 127p. $3.25.
A biography of the enterprising young Dutch emigrant who became
M one of the leading journalists of the United States, and who wielded enor-
5-6 mous influence during his long tenure as editor of The Ladies' Home
Journal. Although the facts about Bok's early acquaintance with Ulysses
S. Grant and other famous men is true, the presentation is eulogistic and
the book written in such a pedestrian fashion that the facts lose impact.
A list of books written by Bok is appended.
Uchida, Yoshiko. Hisako's Mysteries; illus. by Susan Bennett. Scribner, 1969.
112p. Trade ed. $3.50; Library ed. $3.31 net.
Her mother had died when Hisako was born, her father two years
R later; she had lived most of her life with her grandparents in Kyoto-a
5-7 comfortable life but, Hisako felt, a dull one. When she had a chance to
visit relatives in Tokyo, she looked for the mysterious man in a photo-
graph that Hana, friend and servant, had shown her. Since there has al-
ready been a broad hint that a mysterious present had come from
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Hisako's father, very much alive, few readers will be surprised when he
turns up at his daughter's hospital bedside in Kyoto after she has a bi-
cycling accident. There is some awkwardness in this "mystery" but the
book is otherwise very well written and is interesting both because
Hisako is so ordinary and universal a thirteen-year-old and because it
gives a vivid picture of life in Japan today.
Vavra, Robert. The Story of Taou. Dial, 1969. 28p. illus. $4.50.
Since the chief attraction of the book lies in the photographs, there
NR seems little need for the tedious and contrived story. All of the birds on
4-5 an island quarrel; a peacock is told by a wise old bird how to solve the
problem. The peacock spreads his tail and all the other birds, stunned
by seeing all those eyes, clamor for Taou to be the king and protect
them with his army. The photographs are in full color, sharp and stun-
ning; the pictures of various birds have been used with deleterious ef-
fect to the story; for example, "So Taou and the old macaw walked to
the edge of the forest."-two pictures of the macaw's head. Or, "There
were egrets that were pure white. And ibises that were red. And there
were spoonbills that were both red and white." This is a double-page
spread the only relevance of which is the fact that the text mentions, on
the preceding page, that there were birds of every shape and size and
color in the forest.
Vivier, Colette. The House of the Four Winds; tr. and ed. by Miriam Morton.
Doubleday, 1969. 190p. $3.50.
A story of Paris during the occupation. In the House of the Four
R Winds live the sort of people who are a cross-section of middle-class
6-9 Parisians. The Moscots are really named Moscowitz, Polish Jews in
hiding; the Selliers have a father who is in a German prison camp. They
and other people in the building respond to privation with stamina and
to danger with courage. Michel Sellier, the protagonist, contributes by
running a few errands for the resistance; the one collaborationist fam-
ily turn informers and the Moscots are taken-and killed; the city
brightens as it becomes clear that the end of the war is near. Michel
and his friends seem too young for some of their activities, but the
strength of the book is, on the whole, the moderation and realism of
events. Michel does nothing heroic; the Moscots are not saved in the
nick of time; Michel's idol in the resistance is not found alive after he
has disappeared. It is the story of ordinary people and that is drama
enough.
Whitney, David C. The Picture Life of Dwight D. Eisenhower. Watts, 1968. 56p.
illus. Trade ed. $2.65; Library ed. $1.98 net.
Large print, straightforward writing style, and spacious format com-
R bine to make this a useful biography that lacks the adulatory tone that
3-4 mars so many examples of the genre. The photographs range from fam-
ily portraits to publicity shots-none unusual, but many interesting. The
text has a good balance of personal and professional aspects of Eisen-
hower's life; it does not include his death.
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"Afro-American Bibliography." A multi-media listing. The Instructor, March
1969.
The Black Experience and the High School Curriculum. By Katherine Baxter.
Wellprings Ecumenical Center, 1968. Annotated list of teaching materials,
gr. 12. From the publsher, 6830 Germantown Ave., Philadelphia, Pa.
19144.
Books Negro e and Hist By Dharathula Millender. American Fed-
ration ofTeachers, 1967. 28p. $1.; 25 copies, $10. Order from A.F.T.
(AF IO), 1012 Fourteenth St., N.W., Wahingto, D.C. 20005
Books forper.
Children, 1967-1968. American Library Association, 1968. 145p. pa-
2.50. A compilation of reviews from BOOKLIST.
Teen- 199. New York Public Library, Committee on Books for
YouAd Liian Morrison. $. NYPL,  5th Ave. and 42nd St.,
New York, N. Y. 10018.
"Books for the Retarded Child." Aileen Hamilton, comp. School Library Journal,
February 1968.
Children's Books or Schools and Libraries 1968-9. Bowker, 1969. 270p.
Children's Books 1968. Compiled by Virginia Haviland and Lois Watt. Library
of Congress, 1 . 15p. $.15. Superintendent of Documents, U . Govern-
ment Post Office, Washington, D.C. 20402.
"For and About Afro-Americans." By Lee Bennett Hopkins. The Instructor, No-
vember, 1968. A graded list.
4000 Books for Secondary School Libraries; A Basic List. National Association
of Independent Schools, Library Committee. Bowker, 1968. 230p. paper.
$5.25 postpaid.
"Instant Enrichment." By Marie E. Taylor. Elementary English February,
1968. A graded list of books for reading aloud.
Negro History and Literature. American Jewish Committee, Anti-Defamation
League of B'nai Brith, and National Federation of Settlements and Neighbor-
hood Centers, 1968. 30p. $.35. A.J.C., 165 E. 56th St., New York, N.Y.
10022.
Notable Children's Books. American Library Association, 1969. $.10 each; quan-
tity discounts.
"Pages of History;, A Bibliography of Great Negro Americans." By Lee Bennett
Hopkins and Misha Arenstein. Elementary English, February 1969.
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